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partnered with the four county offices for the
California Collaborative for Educational Excel-
lence Early Adopter Grant application.

Dr. Dhillon received her Bachelor of Arts de-
gree, Masters of Education degree in Edu-
cation leadership and a Doctorate of Edu-
cation from California State University, Sac-
ramento. She was recognized by the Cali-
fornia Superintendents Educational Services
Association as Spotlight Leader for November
2016. Dr. Dhillon was also honored for her
dedication and commitment by the Sikh Tem-
ple Gurdwara of Yuba City at their 37th An-
nual Nagar Kirtan Sikh Parade.

TRIBUTE TO WILMA HUGHES
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Wilma
Hughes of Bedford, lowa for being named the
Lioness of the Year by the Bedford lowa Lion-
ess Club.

Wilma has been an active member of her
community for many years. She is a dedicated
church member, helping with bereavement
dinners, folding newsletters, Friday night din-
ner preparations, playing for Sunday services
and she’s active on church committees. On
top of that, she also bakes pies for the Amer-
ican Legion bingo night and volunteers with
the Taylor County Fair Booth each year. She
worked alongside her husband, Glen, for 48
years at their family farm and raised three chil-
dren.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to represent
community leaders like Wilma in the United
States Congress and it is with great pride that
| recognize her today. | ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating her for
this outstanding recognition and in wishing her
nothing but the best.

——————

2017 WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD
WINNER—ANNA EATON

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2017

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Ms. Anna Eaton of Vacaville, CA,
who exemplifies the qualities of selfless serv-
ice and possesses a passion for serving our
youth. Since 2013, Anna has distinguished
herself as the Executive Director of the
Vacaville Neighborhood Boys & Girls Club
where she helps provide a safe and caring
place for youth to learn and grow. During her
tenure, she has expanded the program to five
sites and significantly enhanced the club’s
focus on support and mentorship of the mem-
bers as they are prepared for future life suc-
cess.

Ms. Eaton was also founder of Starbound
Theatre, a recreation based youth program,
helping to bring the joyful experience of the-
atre to the at-risk and diverse youth of Fair-
field, Vacaville, American Canyon, Dixon, and
Napa. Ms. Eaton also serves in shaping stra-
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tegic groups within Vacaville Unified School
District to address future programs and cur-
riculum, as well as be the catalyst for three
youth summits for teens in the Will C. Wood
Interact Club. Anna also serves on the Board
of Directors for the Vacaville Rotary Club as
the Youth Services Director and advisor to the
Will C. Wood High School Interact Club.

Anna was born in Vietnam and came to
America as a young child with her family as
they escaped from Saigon as the United
States Forces withdrew. She is a proud moth-
er of four and proud American who dedicates
her life to giving back to the country that has
afforded her so many opportunities. “Life is
more meaningful when we evolve into a pur-
pose greater than ourselves.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2017

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidable detained and had to miss the vote
on H.R. 2521, South Carolina Peanut Parity
Act. Had | been present, | would have voted
Yea on Roll Call No. 591.

————

2017 WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD
WINNER—BARBARA GRAHAM

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2017

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Mrs. Barbara Graham of
Vacaville, California, who exemplifies the
qualities of selfless service and boundless giv-
ing of herself to the betterment of others. A
woman of great faith, Barbara has been a pil-
lar of the Vacaville community for many years.
In the late 80’s, she with husband and co-pas-
tor, Willie Graham, founded the Christian Body
Life Church in Vacaville where she serves and
has served as Sunday School Teacher,
Preacher, Choir member, Head of the Wom-
en’s Department, and servant to any needy
family of the congregation.

In 1999, Mrs. Graham answered the call to
assist the Vacaville Police Department in es-
tablishing resource for victims of domestic vio-
lence. This program provides food, clothing,
counseling, and many other free referral serv-
ices in collaboration with city and county serv-
ices. Since 2013, Barbara has also served as
the Chapel Coordinator for David Grant Med-
ical Center at Travis Air Force Base where
she oversees hospitality and all aspects of
daily operation and church services.

Barbara is a Board Member of Safe Quest
Solano, a domestic violence shelter for women
and their children, and was also integral to es-
tablishing the Supervised Visiting Care Pro-
gram in collaboration with the Solano County
Courts to provide safe spaces for troubled
families to have visitations and promote posi-
tive joint custody child exchanges.
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HONORING STAFF SERGEANT
RUFUS HONEYCUTT, USMC

HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2017

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Staff Sergeant Rufus
Honeycutt, USMC, for his dedication and com-
mitment to our country. SSG Honeycutt's ex-
traordinary devotion to community and service
reflects the best values of Central Texas. He
is a fitting and worthy recipient of a Congres-
sional Veteran Commendation.

SSG Honeycutt enlisted in the United States
Marine Corps in 1960, and spent six years
proudly defending his country. His military ca-
reer included wartime deployment with the first
combat unit to see action in Vietnam and
earned him numerous awards and medals in-
cluding the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal
for Vietnam Service.

Following his military career, Rufus has
served those around him with boundless altru-
ism and exemplary leadership. A profoundly
respected pillar of the Round Rock commu-
nity, SSG Honeycutt has dedicated his time to
numerous community organizations, including
six years of service on the Round Rock City
Council. He continues to support fellow vet-
erans by providing transportation to the VA,
working as the Blood Drive Coordinator at Ft.
Hood, and much more. He has volunteered
countless hours in his community, and has
consistently placed his neighbors’ needs be-
fore his own. For these reasons and many
more, his community carne together in 2002 to
honor Rufus Honeycutt as Round Rock Citizen
of the Year.

SSG Honeycutt is a hero who has devoted
his life to defending our freedoms abroad and
serving his community at home. Dedicated
public servants like him make Central Texas a
great place to live. | join his family and friends
in saluting his honored work and commitment
to our country.

———

2017 WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD
WINNER—BECKY MARIGO

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2017

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Ms. Becky Marigo of Davis, Cali-
fornia, who is committed to serving her com-
munity and has a clear passion for helping
those who are truly in need. Through her work
as a program supervisor and case manager at
Davis Community Meals and Housing, Ms.
Marigo helps homeless individuals find perma-
nent housing. She coordinates with govern-
ment agencies, private businesses, and chari-
table organizations in order to provide re-
sources and opportunities to homeless individ-
uals in her community. Her work has helped
many individuals to move beyond homeless-
ness and find work providing for themselves.

In Ms. Marigo’s work with Davis Community
Meals and Housing, she not only addresses
the need of a whole community, she also
works to ensure that she meets the needs of
the individual. With every person she serves,
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Ms. Marigo treats them with dignity, compas-
sion, and respect. She has a talent for con-
necting with isolated individuals and helping
them find comfort in their community. Once
Ms. Marigo makes a connection with some-
one, she sees them through to success, en-
suring that they have support every step of the
way. Ms. Marigo’s work helping those in need
is a great inspiration and exemplifies what it
means to serve your community.

HONORING DEE BRADEN

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2017

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dee Braden for her service to the
senior citizens of Coles County, lllinois.

On December 31, 2017, Dee will be retiring
from the Coles County Council on Aging
(CCCA) after 41 years of service. Dee began
her career at the CCCA as a Volunteer Re-
cruiter and was soon promoted to the organi-
zation’s Executive Director. Under Dee’s lead-
ership the (CCA was awarded three lllinois
Governor Awards for Unique Distinction, one
of which came after ten years of research, de-
velopment, and fundraising that led to the con-
struction of the 25,000 square foot LifeSpan
Center in Charleston, lllinois.

| have worked with Dee and the LifeSpan
Center staff on several occasions to provide
information to my constituents. Dee has al-
ways been most helpful and professional. It is
clear she loves those she serves at LifeSpan
and loves her community.

While serving as the CCCA’s Executive Di-
rector, Dee simultaneously served her commu-
nity and its seniors in many other capacities
by serving on multiple advisory boards and
committees. Dee has been a true champion in
her efforts to enhance the quality of life for
older adults in her community.

Mr. Speaker, | wish Dee nothing but the
best in her retirement and thank her for her
many years of dedicated service.

————

A LIFE WELL-LOVED IS A LIFE
WELL LIVED

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2017

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Mr. Albert O. Orta for his selfless
service to our nation.

Albert Orta’s extensive career began in
1947 after completion of his entry level train-
ing at Lackland Air Force Base as a member
of the United States Air Force. There, he
tracked and noted weather cycles. Soon there-
after, he was promoted to work on the base’s
radar and communication equipment as an
electronics technician.

After his service with the United States Air
Force, Mr. Orta continued to serve his country
as an engineer with the United States Depart-
ment of Defense at Lackland Air Force Base.
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His talents for engineering were well recog-
nized and his responsibilities increased. Early
in his career, he found himself traveling to well
over fifty countries briefing Commanding Gen-
erals and U.S Embassy Ambassadors on
communicative data and command post instal-
lation projects on behalf of the United States
Military. His missions took him to Europe, the
Philippines, Indo-China and to countries in Af-
rica and South America, just to name a few.

Mr. Orta also worked on military aircraft as
a radar engineer and found himself assisting
on the improvements and installation of radar
systems in the early B series military aircraft:
B29, B36, B47 and B52. Mr. Orta’s work was
so noted as a leader and accomplished engi-
neer that he was assigned to equipping and
testing radar systems in the early F series
military aircraft: F84, F86A, F89, F102 and
F106. His proud accomplishment was his role
as the lead engineer in the development and
installation of new radar technology for the
United States Air Force’s F102 Delta Dagger,
a $6 million project at the time of his assign-
ment.

Mr. Orta’s outstanding accomplishments and
his willingness to serve our nation faithfully
and to the best of his abilities in all positions
was recognized by President Jimmy Carter
and a host of Generals and Ambassadors ac-
knowledging his incredible service to our na-
tion through his work with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense.

Albert Orta and Mary Louise Guerrero mar-
ried in June of 1949 and are blessed with 12
children, 31 grandchildren, and 29 great-
grandchildren. Throughout his career and trav-
els he recognized that sharing stories of his
travels were important life lessons. There is no
greater devotion of a father who returned
home from a mission to share the experiences
he encountered of a different life, different cul-
ture and hardships to emphasize the impor-
tance of hard work, the importance of quality
education, to learn to be resilient and to ap-
preciate the freedoms we enjoy today. He
stands proud that his children and grand-
children are successful in their own profes-
sional careers; some educators, leaders in the
private industries, medical field, financial advi-
sors, some with a heart for public service and
some who proudly served our country in the
military.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives to
join me in honoring Albert O. Orta for his dis-
tinguished career and his proud service to our
country; and to Mary Louise Orta for her serv-
ice in standing alongside her husband, sup-
porting him and their family throughout his
missions.

——————

TRIBUTE TO JOHN ANDERSON
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate John An-
derson of Minburn, lowa, who, along with his
cousin, Andy Anderson of Cedar Falls, lowa,
became the first lowans to climb to the summit
of Mount Everest on the North Face.

November 1, 2017

John and Andy have been climbing and hik-
ing for over 10 years. When they decided to
tackle the largest mountain in the world over
a year ago, they began their training between
heavy work schedules, preparing their bodies
and minds for the physical and mental chal-
lenges such a climb presents. On the after-
noon of May 21, all of their preparation paid
off when they announced on their Facebook
page that they had reached an elevation of
29,052 feet, the summit of Mt. Everest. Along-
side the goal of just conquering the tallest
mountain in the world, the cousins also used
the opportunity to help raise awareness for
veterans with PTSD. They plan to use the net-
work they built in promoting this climb to help
veterans and their families learn to use out-
door activities to help manage stress.

Mr. Speaker, | am immensely proud of John
and his cousin Andy for conquering the largest
mountain in the world. | am honored to rep-
resent them in the United States Congress
and it is with great pride that | recognize them
today. | ask that my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating John and Andy for this out-
standing accomplishment and in wishing them
both nothing but continued success.

———

2017 WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD
WINNER—BRYNDA STRANIX

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 1, 2017

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Brynda Stranix of Yuba City, Cali-
fornia, a pillar of the community who exempli-
fies the qualities of a true public servant. She
is a proven leader who embodies a passion to
help others. Brynda currently serves as Presi-
dent and Chief Operating Officer of the Yuba-
Sutter Economic Development Corporation.

Brynda’s passion to help the community
thrive is reflected in her present and previous
work experience in the field of economics. She
joined the Yuba-Sutter Economic Development
Corporation (YSEDC) in 2001 with 22 years of
experience in administrative management, ac-
counting and public relations. Since joining
YSEDC, Brynda has worked tirelessly with
local businesses as well as public and private
community leaders to identify ways to improve
and expand business in the area.

Brynda takes great pride in her community;
she currently serves in eleven officer roles on
boards and commissions for economic devel-
opment, and is a member of twenty-nine var-
ious advisory committees who deal with critical
issues from healthcare to homelessness and
women’s issues. When Brynda is not busy at-
tending a meeting, you will always find her at-
tending a community event.

Brynda was presented with the 2016 Athena
Leadership Award for achieving the highest
level of professional excellence for her con-
tributions in improving the quality of life for
others, especially women, in realizing their full
potential. Brynda was born and raised in Yuba
City and takes pride in raising three delightful
grandsons.
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